
Congratulations to the
2026 Alumni Award Winners!

We are thrilled to announce the 2026 Mortar Board Alumni Award
Winners! These alumni have continued to hold high the Torch long beyond
their collegiate years. They advanced the mission of Mortar Board,
demonstrated remarkable accomplishments in their professional careers, and
made a long-lasting impact on their communities. Visit our website to learn
more about our award winners:

Volunteer of the Year Award:
Gabrielle Going (Eastern Illinois University, 2016)

Region Coordinator of the Year Award:
Annie Mascia (University of South Alabama, 2021)

 
Emerging Alumni Award:

Amanda Duffy (The University of Vermont, 2019)
Lee Lenkoff (University of Louisville, 2019)

Abigail Spraggins (The University of Akron, 2014)
 

Alumni Achievement Award:
Dr. Maria Carpiac (University of California, Los Angeles, 1996)

Katie Smith (The Ohio State University, 1995)
Dr. Illya Thomas (Purdue University, 1991)

Distinguished Lifetime Member Award:

Janet G. Farrington Dr. Jane A. Hamblin



(University of Mississippi, 1964) (Purdue University, 1973)

Learn About the 2026 Alumni Award Winners

 

Conference Registration is Still Open!

Though the priority deadline has passed, conference registration is still
open, so secure your spot by September 1! Do not miss the 2026 Mortar
Board National Conference happening in Columbus from September 25
through 27! It is your opportunity to learn, network, and get inspired alongside
Mortar Board members from across the country. Register now and be part of
something extraordinary!

Each chapter must send one official student delegate; additional
students, chapter advisors, national leaders, and alumni are welcome to
attend.

Learn more about the conference program,
including keynote Kathy Cleveland Bull, and register on our website.

Register Now

Support a Chapter's Attendance at
Conference

https://mortarboard.org/awards-fellowships/alumni-awards/alumni-award-recipients/
https://mortarboard.org/conference/keynote/
https://mortarboard.org/conference/keynote/
http://www.mortarboard.org/conference
https://mortarboard.org/conference/
https://mortarboard.org/conference/


Conference is right around the corner and chapters need your support! Your
gift supports a chapter’s attendance at National Conference which provides
them with training to have a successful year. Many chapters have turned the
corner after attending the National Conference, and we can't wait to see
chapters grow stronger because of this transformative weekend.

Your gift directly supports chapters and gives them the tools for creating
effective leadership opportunities, increasing visibility across campuses, and
doing meaningful service in their communities!  

Adopt-a-Chapter

 

Meet the Region Coordinators!

As you know, our Region Coordinators work hard throughout the year to
support Mortar Board chapters. These dedicated volunteers celebrate
chapter accomplishments, troubleshoot challenges, share resources, and
serve as a vital connection between our chapters and the National Office. 

https://mortarboard.org/conference/adopt-a-chapter/


We are thrilled to welcome back 12 Region Coordinators for another year
of service: Olivia Beckett (The Ohio State University, 2024), Cadence
Ciesielski (Kansas State University, 2021), Dillon Cook (The University of
Alabama, 2024), Gabrielle Going (Eastern Illinois University, 2016), Andrew
Gray (The University of Tulsa, 2021), Ava Heintzelman (University of
Montana, 2024), Carina Huot (University of North Dakota, 2022), Kailey
Jerome (University of North Dakota, 2019), Vedant Kulkarni (Kansas State
University, 2021), Annie Mascia (University of South Alabama, 2021),
Shelby Morlock (Texas Tech University, 2023), and Rachel Wong (Purdue
University, 2023).

We are also excited to welcome seven new Region Coordinators to the
team: Kadyn (Bunting) Houchins (Longwood University, 2025), Emily
Deskus (Endicott College, 2023), Chloe Jones (College of William & Mary,
2024), Minxing "Mike" Liu (Wake Forest University, 2025), Nicholas Morris
(Texas Tech University, 2025), Elizabeth Payton (Texas Tech University,
2023), and Grace Tang (Carnegie Mellon University, 2024). We are grateful
to have this incredible group of volunteers supporting our chapters across
the country! 

We look forward to a great year and cannot wait to see all that our chapters
accomplish with this team cheering them on. 

We also want to extend our sincere appreciation to Parker Brown
(University of Mississippi, 2023), McCaleb Hart (Texas Tech University,
2021), Robbie Kichak (University of Cincinnati, 2014), Alexa Murray (The
Ohio State University, 2014), and Reilly Roggendorff (Oklahoma State
University, 2022), who have completed their service as Region Coordinators
after many years of dedicated leadership. Our chapters are stronger because
of the time, care, and expertise you have shared with them. Thank you for
all you have done for Mortar Board! 

Meet the Region Coordinators

 

Fall Book Club: The Correspondent

https://mortarboard.org/about/national-leadership/


Join fellow Mortar Board members for a
virtual book club discussion of The
Correspondent by Virginia Evans.
Through a life revealed in letters, the
novel explores themes of connection,
grief, forgiveness, self-discovery, and
the enduring power of the written word.
Whether you have plenty to say or
simply want to listen and connect, we
hope you’ll join us for a thoughtful and
engaging conversation.

Monday October 12, 2026
7:30PM Eastern

Virtual discussion via Zoom

Register for Book Club

 

REMINDERS!

Read the latest Spring 2026 issue of the Forum
available on our website!

FORUM IS LIVE! Read it Online Here

Download the PDF

We’d love to hear what’s new—send us your latest
accomplishments and updates!

Email us at news@mortarboard.org with your update.

Share an Update

Update Your Contact Information!
Moved recently? Changed your email address?
Update your contact information in our database so
you don't miss important Mortar Board updates.

Update Your Contact Information

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf45IP7bSpgNzNFsRZsZAA0r2uP9DWvcQhtuNkaCgYFMxTyVg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf45IP7bSpgNzNFsRZsZAA0r2uP9DWvcQhtuNkaCgYFMxTyVg/viewform
https://mortarboard.org/resources/events/
https://mortarboard.org/publications-news/mortar-board-forum/
https://mortarboard.org/publications-news/mortar-board-forum/
https://www.flipsnack.com/mortarboard/mortar-board-forum-spring-2026/full-view.html
https://files.constantcontact.com/76de1366701/17399be3-5aeb-49ab-82fd-05cb850d3d04.pdf?rdr=true
mailto:news@mortarboard.org
mailto:news@mortarboard.org
https://community.mortarboard.org/Login.aspx


Visit our events page and follow us on social
media to catch the latest updates, announcements,
and upcoming opportunities!
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